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Catholic school parents feel the full impact of Turnbull 
funding cuts  
 
Catholic School Parents Victoria (CSPV) believe that Catholic school parents are 
being disadvantaged by the funding model introduced by the federal government in 
May 2017.  
 
The funding model, currently being implemented by the federal government  
relies on a calculation model based on the SES (socio economic status) score of 
each individual school. This assumes all parents have the capacity to pay higher 
fees.  
 
Catholic school parents are now experiencing the full impact of school fee increases 
due to federal government policy that was rushed through with no consultation or 
consideration of the impact on families of children in Catholic schools. 
 

The time has come for Catholic school parents to speak up and ensure the federal 
government hears how they are being impacted by the funding cuts.  
 
By decreasing funding to Catholic systems, the federal government are effectively 
saying to families; ‘you have the capacity to contribute more to your schools so this is 
what we expect of you’.  
 
Catholic schools are often compared to independent schools when they are in fact 
closer to government schools in servicing families of all backgrounds and keeping 
fees low. Only 1% of Catholic schools are high fee paying and these schools only 
educate 3% of Catholic school children in Victoria. 
 

Catholic school systems rely on the majority of their funding from the federal 
government. The Victorian state government only provides a small portion of 

funding for Catholic schools as the majority of their funding goes to government state 
schools. Parents then contribute the remaining fees needed for Catholic schools to 
provide a quality education for their children. 
 
The Catholic mission is to provide an affordable education for all children no matter 
what their background. Fee increases above indexation are not common practice in 
Catholic schools as they endeavour to keep fees as low as possible to ensure parent 
choice and capacity to afford to send their child to a Catholic school.   
 
Since the introduction of the Gonski 2.0 funding model the CSPV and CECV have 
consistently communicated with parents and school communities about the likelihood 
of fee increases for some of the schools in the system.  



 
Catholic schools know their families and will know that there are some who struggle 
to pay fees. This is what is most concerning for many schools who have now been 
forced to increase fees just before Christmas, with the impact being felt by many 
families.   
 
Ends  
 
Media Contact: 
Name: Mrs Rachel Saliba - Executive Officer, CSPV 
Phone: 0419 371 876 or 03 9267 0458 
Email: secretary@cspv.catholic.edu.au 
 
 
 
 
 
 


