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About Catholic School Parents Victoria
Catholic School Parents Victoria (CSPV) was established in October 2005 and became operational under a ratified constitution as the Victorian Catholic 

Schools Parent Body (VCSPB) in 2007. Since its inception, the council has forged close relationships with leaders in Catholic Education, the parents of  

children in Catholic schools in Victoria, government agencies and political leaders. In 2017 VCSPB became Catholic School Parents Victoria (CSPV).  

In recent years CSPV has significantly increased its capacity and impact through the employment of professional staff to support the work of this  

passionate volunteer parent council. In 2011 CSPV become a founding member of Catholic School Parents Australia (CSPA) and continues to support its 

important advocacy work at a national level.

Our context and guiding beliefs
The development of this five year strategic plan comes at an important time in the history of Catholic schools in Victoria.  

We recognise growing support for the involvement and engagement of parents and the development of authentic partnerships at all levels of Catholic 

education. We welcome this and note the extensive and growing evidence base for parent-school engagement that supports this direction. 

CSPV believe in and are committed to Gospel values. These underpin our operations, relationships and communication strategies.  

We are guided by the values of respect, honesty, integrity, justice, compassion, mercy, hospitality and community.
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Three strategic pillars
This strategy relies on three key strategic pillars: partnerships, communication and advocacy. As a small organisation with limited resources, we deeply 

understand that it is only through the strength of our partnerships, the quality of our communication and the effectiveness of our advocacy that we will  

be able to able to deliver on our Mission and Vision.

Reporting and accountability

CSPV is governed by a council consisting of Catholic school parent representatives from each Catholic diocese in Victoria. Each year the  

Executive Officer will develop, in partnership with the CSPV council, an Annual Action Plan to ensure delivery against the objectives set out  

in this Strategic Plan. Progress against objectives will be reported at CSPV council meetings and shared with CSPV’s partners in Catholic  

education as a critical part of the delivery of the CSPV’s Mission and Vision.

It is an exciting time in education and we are enthusiastic about the future and all that we might achieve with our partners over the next five years.

Key elements of the strategy

PARTNERSHIPS COMMUNICATION ADVOCACY
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COMMUNICATION

ADVOCACY

• Develop and promote resources to inform and  
support parents in building capacity for leadership and  
partnership in their child’s education.
• Develop two-way communication to inform and  
gather parent perspective on key issues in education. 
• Design and deliver information to build awareness 
of the impact of parent perspective and leadership in 
Catholic education and on student learning outcomes.

• Develop a value-add project to embed parent  
perspective and parent leadership within each diocese 
in Victoria.
• Contribute evidence-based parent perspective to 
critical education forums.
• Develop training that is focussed on evidence-based 
parent engagement in learning.

Build CSPV brand awareness  
and enable Catholic school  
parent perspective to be heard,  
to have impact and be valued  
by all partners.

Parents valued as essential  
partners, informing advocacy  
focus areas and influencing  
shared decision making at all  
levels of Catholic education.

PARTNERSHIPS

• Develop engagement plans to determine key  
partners who align with and support the CSPV vision.
• Engage consistently and purposefully with key  
partners to provide parent perspective and build  
capacity of parents as leaders in education.
• Provide opportunities for partners to collaborate 
through forums that enable and demonstrate authentic 
partnerships in Catholic education. 

Engage actively with and learn  
from partners who value  
collaboration alongside  
parents in Catholic education.

Our Mission
Empower parent  
perspective and  
leadership in Catholic 
education through  
partnerships,  
communication and  
advocacy.

Our Vision 
Parents* of children throughout Victorian Catholic education, engaged as  
valued partners in supporting children’s learning, providing leadership and shared  
decision making alongside educators.

*Parent includes natural, adopted or foster parents, guardians or care givers of young people attending Catholic Schools.



Our sincere thanks to our partners
Throughout our first ten years of operation, we have been incredibly fortunate to have partnered with some remarkable leaders in Catholic education who 

have embraced the passion of CSPV for the full participation of parents as leaders in the life of Catholic schools across Victoria.

Our sincere thanks to the Directors of Catholic Education Melbourne, Catholic Education Sandhurst, Catholic Education Ballarat and Catholic Education 

Sale who, through Catholic Education Commission of Victoria Limited, have funded the work of CSPV and who, through their support, encouragement 

and leadership in their school systems, are contributing to help us achieve our shared vision.

Catholic Education
Sandhurst


