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Review of the implementation and 
delivery of the Victorian Curriculum 
- Civics and Citizenship Levels 3-10

Catholic School Parents Victoria welcomes the 
opportunity to provide Catholic school parent 
perspective on the implementation and delivery  
of the Victorian Curriculum - Civics and Citizenship.

Purpose of the review

The purpose of this review is to provide feedback to 
inform the Civics and Citizenship School Implementation 
and Delivery Report, prepared by Monash University and 
delivered to the Victorian Curriculum and Assessment 
Authority and the Department of Education and Training.

CSPV were invited to comment on the following:

 □ Content of the Victorian Curriculum Civics and 
Citizenship Levels 3-10

 □ School implementation

 □ Schools and teachers enactment of the curriculum

 □ Teacher pedagogy

 □ Teacher preparedness and qualifications

 □ Professional learning for teachers

The following submission includes elements of each of these 
in feedback from parents of children in Catholic schools 
following consultation with the CSPV key stakeholders and 
members of Catholic School Parents Victoria.

CONTENT OF THE CURRICULUM

Following a review of the content of the curriculum,  
CSPV present the following feedback: 

Government and Democracy:  
The content of the curriculum in teaching students 
about the political system of Australia and of Victoria is 
important in assisting them to understand the history 
of the political system and why it is important for every 
person living in a democratic country to have the right  
to vote.  
It’s important for young people to understand the 
different levels of government and how they work in our 
State to have a broader awareness of how government 
decisions impact the broader community each and  
every day. 

Laws and Citizens:  
It is important for students to begin to understand their 
rights as individuals living in and voting for a democracy 
and the correct ways to approach or lobby governments 

at various levels to provide their voice. CSPV have some 
concerns that students are being led to believe that 
aggressive protests and the right to force change is the 
correct way to go about creating change. Whether this 
has been influenced by the teaching in the classroom 
or not is something to consider, however this should be 
addressed in how the content is taught and the most 
productive ways that young people can express their 
views in an appropriate and respectful manner. 

While there are many young people who question 
authority and traditions, it’s critical that they be aware of 
why the laws exist and what would occur if they did not. 
The range of rules and laws that people need to adhere to 
are many and varied. Having the opportunity to discuss 
this is important for a more harmonious community and 
one that is not ruled by chaos.

Citizenship, Diversity and Identity:  
For the purpose of continuing to grow as a democratic 
country in a harmonious way, our multicultural and 
diverse communities need to be able to understand 
each other, not only for differences, but also what each 
community brings to the country and how people 
from all parts of the world have enriched the culture of 
Australia and can continue to do so.  

This particular element of the curriculum has become 
contentious in the past few years as it seems that there 
is no longer an unbiased approach to delivering the 
content. Students may, on occasions, be influenced by 
teachers who may have a specific agenda or view of 
religion, culture, identity of human sexuality and other 
aspects that fall under the banner of diversity.  

While the content is important to teach, this is not the 
issue. We want our children to inherit and continue 
to become a nation who is accepting of people of all 
backgrounds, religious preferences, sexual preference etc. 
however, it is imperative that teachers are unbiased and 
do not force their opinions onto students. Each person 
has a right to an opinion as a democratic citizen. 

Families may have different views but are often excluded 
from engaging in what their children are learning about 
under the content in this area of the curriculum. This is 
critical to address as often parents are kept in the dark as 
to how teachers may be influencing their children’s views 
on such sensitive matters. 

Many ideas or ideals are being influenced by media 
and social media and seem to be causing confusion 
and in many cases dividing people unecessarily. Under 
this element of the content, there is a requirement to 
‘Describe how Australia is a secular nation and a multi-
faith society.’
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While this is true, the media and some members of 
parliament are intent on painting faith communities in 
a particular way that is making it increasingly difficult 
for members of faith communities to have an equal or 
exposed voice, despite them making up the majority of 
citizens in the country and contributing enormously to 
the country’s history and contemporary Australia.  

Much of the discourse that our children are exposed to 
is secular in nature which increases the chances of a 
departure from principles that have made this country  
a great place to live and one that many faith based 
communities are striving to continue to impart on  
their children.  

The curriculum content has the potential to lead to 
biased perceptions that our children and the broader 
community are exposed to that are also potentially 
impacting how this subject is taught in schools.  
This is of huge concern for Catholic school parents as 
we often unaware of what content is being taught, what 
material or influences they are drawing from, what 
experience they have in teaching this type of content and 
what influence their own views are potentially having on 
our children.  

To combat this, teachers must ensure that their personal 
opinions or perceptions are not included in their teaching 
and that the material they draw on is of a balanced 
nature, to encourage discussion and healthy debate, 
where all opinions and views are valued and not one 
sided.

The curriculum should stress that all communities, 
including those of faith, should be respected and free 
to participate in civil discourse withouth being paitned 
with a negative secular brush by government and media 
outlets. 

‘Examine the influence a range of media, including 
some social media, in shaping identities and attitudes to 
diversity and how ideas about Australian identity.’

The curriculum is addressing important issues in the lives 
of young people but often draws on external influences 
rather than that of their families. Children are exposed to 
more information online now and it’s critical that families 
are not forgotten as the main influences in the lives of 
their children. 
As parents we are challenged by the external influences 
on our children on a daily basis as unfortunately media, 
social media and their education often takes precedence 
over familial influence. Over the past few years we’ve 
seen a rise in anxiety in children and this is extremely 
concerning. While we understand it’s important for 
young people to learn about their country, there are 
many negative voices who are perpetuating the minds 

of young people and this isn’t healthy for their wellbeing. 
VCAA need to be considerate of how much of this content 
is really necessary to be taught in schools and if it is 
absolutely necessary, how parents are able to be engaged 
in the content so as to be enabled as partners in guiding 
their children, rather than being ignored as critical 
influences in their children’s lives. 

The influence of government and other lobby groups 
in presenting Australia as a racist nation, who are not 
embracing cultural and sexual diversity is causing 
confusion amongst young people. We witnessed recently 
a school requested boys to apologise for their gender 
which has the potential to cause all manner of issues for 
boys and the perception of males. Parents had no way 
of knowing this was going to occur and what the impact 
may be on their sons. 

While the content of the curriculum seems to be 
purposeful, to inform young people of the political and 
legal system and a range of societal challenges, how it is 
taught is of critical importance. Schools and/or teachers 
who use it to push an agenda must always be challenged 
and our schools should not be used as a political 
environment for young people. 

Under this specific area of the curriculum there is a focus 
on the history of the Indigenous people of our Nation.  
It is critical for young people to understand what has 
occurred and to learn from historical events. However,  
we would like to see a more positive and balanced focus 
on the impact also of all nations who have travelled to 
Australia and have contributed to the building of the 
nation to what it is today. So much negativity focussed 
only on the downside rather than the many contributions 
of Indigenous people and people from hundreds of 
nations that now inhabit the country would be a more 
positive focus for young people.  

A more optimistic approach to interpreting the 
curriculum will be more beneficial and more balanced 
so young people learn about the many pioneers, 
inventors and innovators who came before them and can 
appreciate what it has taken to create this magnificent 
country. These are the creators of the future and they 
need to be exposed to what is possible and what others 
have made possible for them over many centuries rather 
than only a one sided view.

‘Explain how groups express their identities, including 
religious and cultural identity, and how this expression 
can influence their perceptions of others’ and others’ 
perception of them.’

The curriculum seems to be creating a perception of 
divisiveness that doesn’t necessarily exist in cultural or 
religious beliefs. The curriculum needs to stress that we 
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are all equal citizens that have particular needs, beliefs, 
differences, strengths and potential rather than enforcing 
one sided perceptions onto young people. Perceptions 
are what prevents growth and change and this is not 
healthy for Australia. Many voices of Australian citizens 
are not being heard now because of the huge impact of 
perceptions. 

TEACHER PREPAREDNESS

Under this particular area of the curriculum, teachers 
are required to be across many different subject 
areas including the political system, different levels 
of government, the intricacies and sensitivities of 
indigenous and Australian history in general and the 
many challenges that people still face in our community.

Teachers need to be unbiased when teaching the varied 
content of the curriculum, and have a sense of the 
broader picture of what’s possible rather than a narrow 
view.

The content needs to be targeted to the audience, 
remembering that young people are still young and are 
often vulnerable, easily influenced and are not always 
able to form an opinion on all political matters.

Teachers need to be mindful and aware that many of 
the students they are teaching are from very diverse 
backgrounds and will be influenced by family, culture 
and other life experiences they may have had. Therefore, 
sensitivity in teaching the content is required. 

Teachers must also remember that to engage students 
in contentious subject matter can impact families, 
potentially causing conflicted views and mistrust of 
teachers should they enforce their views onto students. 

Engaging families in the content and how to enable 
conversations as a family at home about various subject 
matter is critical for students to be supported both 
at school and in the home so as to be enabled and 
encouraged to form their own opinions and views. 

Some schools are not teaching all the content and 
therefore students are missing out on some subject 
matter that is important for them to learn.

In rural and regional areas of Victoria, some schools 
are only managing to teach the humanities subjects of 
history, geography, economics and legal studies and not 
about politics, which is of interest particularly to farming 
families. 

Feedback from one family expressed, “For me it is 
disappointing as our school is a dairy and stock district 
and I have concerns for the lack of representation of 
the farming families of the future, if the youth are not 

investing their time in civic life. Our three children were 
not able to access politics at the highest level of their 
education, so their knowledge and understanding is 
lacking. They have not had the opportunity to really 
consider public service, especially in political life, as a 
possible vocation.”

More investigation into what subjects schools are actually 
teaching that covers the curriculum and what they 
are eliminating or ‘glossing over,’ is critical to ensure 
equitable and balanced views in education are being 
delivered across the State.

TEACHER PROFESSIONAL LEARNING

Professional learning of teachers is so important to enable 
them to understand how to interpret the curriculum 
and teach it in a way that addresses the subject matter 
in a balanced manner, with knowledge and evidence 
based material being presented. They need to have an 
understanding of how to engage the students in the 
content, not as a one size fits all approach, but addressing 
the views and sensitivities of individuals from very diverse 
backgrounds. 

Teachers must also learn how to engage parents in 
the curriculum content so they are able to trust their 
children are being taught in an unbiased manner, that 
there are balanced views being presented and offered, 
that students have a voice and are able to provide 
their opinions without fear of being perceived as racist, 
discriminatory or punished for having an opposing 
opinion.

Teachers need to understand the sensitivities of media 
and social media influence and have an idea of the 
pressures on young people when it comes to having 
an opinion in current times. It’s imperative that safe 
environments are created for students to be able to 
have healthy debates about various issues that arise in 
discussions while teaching the subject matter and often 
contentious content of the curriculum.

Teachers need to be supported to effectively facilitate 
healthy debate and discussion and to encourage and 
manage this safely in their classrooms. 

There will be many opinions and interpretations of the 
content and teachers need support to be able to assess 
the criteria and responses from students in a manner 
that is beneficial to the student. 

Ultimately, when teaching this curriculum, there is much 
at stake, but most importantly every student must be 
considered and any other agendas must not influence 
the teaching of this curriculum.


