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The Victorian Catholic Schools’ Parent Body (VCSPB) welcomes the opportunity to 
contribute to the consultation on the draft senior secondary Australian Curriculum and 
acknowledges the work that has been carried out by ACARA in producing the draft 
curriculum. 

The VCSPB represents parents of students in Victorian Catholic schools at diocesan, state 
and national levels, through school boards, or where none exist, through school based 
parent support groups. 

The VCSPB supports the work of the Victorian Catholic education authorities in advancing 
the interests of Catholic schools and their students, particularly in those areas where parent 
input can strengthen the quality of Catholic school provision. 

In its 2010 submission to the first drafts of the F-10 curriculum in English, Science, 
Mathematics and History, VCSPB noted that parents want to see clear and consistent 
definitions of learning content and expectations of student learning at each level, so that 
parents can gauge their children’s progress. This of course is no more true than at senior 
secondary levels. 

A sound senior secondary curriculum is clearly very important for young Australians as they 
move from school to further education, training or employment.  An important concern of 
parents with the senior secondary curriculum is that it offers all students an opportunity to 
learn and succeed and an appropriate preparation for these future pathways. 

VCSPB has reviewed the draft senior secondary curriculum in the four subject areas and 
overall from a parents’ perspective would express a positive response. The range of subjects 
offered and the achievement standards described give wide scope and flexibility for young 
people of varying skills and interests to engage and succeed. This is particularly evident in 
English and Mathematics. 

VCSPB considers that it cannot add more detailed comment about the content of the 
subjects proposed. 

VCSPB notes that the separate State/Territory curriculum authorities will adapt the senior 
secondary curriculum and design appropriate assessments, so it will be interested in 
developments in Victoria to ensure that assessment standards and practices are clear and 
fair to students. 

 
Tony Bentley 
VCSPB CHAIR 


